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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


JAMAICAN OFFICIAL CALLS FOR REGIONAL FOOD PROTECTION PLAN 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Nov 81 p 9 


[Text] A call for the setting up of a regional food protection and drug admin- 
istration programme for the Caribbean, has been made by the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary in the Ministry of Health, Mr Karl Samuda. 


He hoped it would not be too long before a veterinary school will be established 
in the region. 


Mr Samuda was addressing the 6th Intra-Caribbean Veterinary Public Health 
Sexinar and the second Caribbean Veterinary Workshop at the New Kingston Hotel 
on Monday. He also saw the need to establish a more coordinated and standard- 
ised system for food protection in Jamaica. The existing system where the moni- 
toring of food for consumption was done by the parish councils in the various 
parishes, was inadequate, he said. 


The Parliamentary Secretary said that in some cases, one area may have the 
facilities for the protection of meat and none for milk and vice versa. It could 
be readily seen, Mr Samuda said that this situation was unsatisfactory. 


Programme 


"When one considers the diseases that can be transmitted to humans from animals, 
through the consumption of meat, milk and other foods," he said, “it can be 
readily appreciated that there is a need to have a standardisation programme. 
This is very necessary in the area of distribution." 


Enlarging on the subject, Mr Samuda also called for the setting up of a regional 
food protection and drug administration programme. He expressed the hope that 
the delegates would address this matter, through the development of an action 
plan, during the 3-day parley. 


Turning to the question of training, he said he hoped it would not be too long 
before a Veterinary School would be established in the region. He pointed to 
the fact that youngsters in the region who wished to enter the veterinary serv~ 
ices would have to go overseas to study. 


Mr Samuda said that the veterinary services would figure prominently in the WHO 
goal of achieving “Health for All by che year 2000," using primary health care 








as the springboard. He reiterated the government's commitment to primary health 
care. 


Commenting on the provisions made by the Health Ministry for the veterinary 
services, Mr Samuda said that the division's was established in 1971. This 
year the divisions staff was increased by 100% in an effort to improve the 
services. JIS 


CSO: 5400/7509 














AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


IMMUNOLOGY GRANT--The Queensland Institute of Technology has scored an Australian 
first with last night's announcement of a $1 million research grant for an immun- 
ology centre. The five-year grant from Fielder Gillespie, flour and food produ- 
cers, will fund the development of monoclonal antibodies--used for quick and 
accurate biological assessment of diseases and in research and clinical medicine. 
The QIT Centre for Applied Immunology will research and develop the antibodies 
and Fielder Gillespie will market the product in a co-operative venture. Royal- 
ties from the sales, expected to begin within 12 months, will aid the QIT's 
health science school. The school's head, Dr Anthony Webber, said yesterday QIT 
had been better placed through its charter than other tertiary or medical research 
institutes to take advantage of the academic-commercial venture. [Text] [Bris- 
bane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 7 Oct 81 p 28] 


MALARIA VACCINE--Australian scientists are attempting to clone malaria-causing 
genes to create a vaccine that could become one of the most potent public-health 
tools in history. The vaccine would wipe out malaria which today affected 300 
million people Sir Gustav Nossal said in Perth yesterday. Sir Gustav is direc- 
tor of the Melbourne~wbased Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, 
where the research is being conducted. Development research was likely to take 
two to three years, but Sir Gustav said bit Australia would have the resources 
to produce the vaccine commercially. The cost involved would be a problem, he 
said. Malaria predominantly affected people in poorer countries, some with a 
total health budget of less than $5 a head annually. “It would te ironic if 
Australian research were to produce one of history's most potent public-health 
tools, which it could not sell because the people who needed it most cannot 
afford toe pay and it became nothing more chian a tourist gimmick,” Sir Gustav 
said. Ne was delivering the first of the two Octagon lectures at the Univer- 
sity of WA. Sir Gustav was stressing che importance of Australia's capacity to 
excel in scientific fields. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 

7 Oct 81 p 86) 


RUBELLA INCREASE--The Deafness Foundation yesterday urged women to ensure that 
they were immunised against rubella, after a report that there had been 74 cases 
in Victoria this year, compared with 58 for the same period last year. [Text] 
(Melbourne THE AGE in English 13 Oct 81 p 3] 
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BRAZIL 


EIGHT FOCI OF YELLOW FEVER CARRIERS FOUND IN PARANA 
Mosquito Foci 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 7 Nov 81 p 5 


[Text] Curitiba (0 GLOBO)-——Eight foci of larvae of the aedes aegypti mosquito, the 
transmitter of yellow fever, were recently discovered in the gullies of the Paraguay 
River, in the municipio of Foz do Iguacu, it was confirmed yesterday by Antonio Alciar 
Krug, regional director of SUCAM [Superintendency of Public Health Campuigns] in Parana. 


"No cases have been reported and there is no possibility of yellow fever occurring 
in the region; first, because the mosquitoes cannot have been contaiminted with the 
disease virus and, second, because we have a vaccination coverage of 110 percent in 
the area,” Krug assured. 


In any event, SUCAM has increased vigilance in the border region. In addition to 
household surveys, it is conducting pesticide spraying of all the cars entering 
Brazil via the Friendship Bridge which links Iguacu with Paraguay, where the presence 
of yellow fever carrier is confirmed. 


Gastroenteritis 


Shigella bacteria which contaminated the water and food caused the gastroenteritis 
epidemic that affected over 400 individuals in the last 15 days in the municipality 

of Engenheiro Beltrao, 550 kilometers from the capital in northern Parana. Although 
the epidemic is subsiding with the preventive measures adopted by the health officials, 
in the last 3 days 78 people were treated in the city’s hospitals and 29 were 
hospitalized. 


Yesterday Parana Health Secretary Oscar Alves explained the contauination of water 
and food by the Shigella bacteria, normally found in human feces. 


"On 19 October, during a torrential rainstorm throughout the municipio, many cesspools 
overflowed, contaminating sprires, wells, gardens and plantations. In the next 48 

hours the epidemic began to show up, and Shigella bacteria were found in the feces of 

all the patients." The secretary decied to conduct a house-to-house survey in Engenheiro 
Beltrao, to determine the precise extent of the epidemic. 











Kecommendat ion 


The Parana Secretariat of Health is forwarding a proposal to the Ministry of Health, 
recommending i-month regional campeigas, with wide press publicity, for the combined 
administration of triplex vaccine (whooping cough, croup and diphtheria) and measles 
vaccine, in view of the difficulties in administering vaccines by injection. In 
addition to respecting the specific circumstances in the various states, regional 
campaigns vould make it possible to lend out the “ommijet"” equipment. There are 

not enough of these automatic injectors for a muss vaccination campaig: at the national 
level. 


Eradication Program 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portugvese 8 Nov 81 p 12 


iText] Brasillia (0 GLOBO)—-In the next few days the Ministry of Health will finish 
drafting the emergency plaa to eradicate the aedeis aegypti mosquito which transmits 
urban yellow fever, and forward the propesal to Planning Minister Delfim Netto so he 
may allocate funds for its exccution in early 1982. 


Health Minister Waldyr Arcoverde is concerned with the possibility of a yellow fever 
or dengue fev-: epidemic, since sylvan yellow fever is still present in the country. 
Reinfestation has been con” irmed in several states, including Rio de Janeiro, Bahia an 
and Rio Grande do Norte. 


Control of urban yellow fever is one of the priorities of the ministry for next year, 
along with prevention of the major endemic diseases. SUCAM [Superintendency cf Public 
Health Campaigns] will receive about 12 million cruzeiros for its programs in 1982. 


Course 


To improve action to contrel and combat yellow fever, schistosomiasis, Chagas dicease 
and malaria, SUCAM and the National School of Public Health in Kio de Janeiro wiil 
initiate a course in epidemiology, covering the aajor endemic diseass, for 12 technicians 
from administrative Amazonia. The course will began next Tuesday, in Rio. 


According to SUCAM Superintendent Jone Fiuza Taquarassu, SUCAM technicians from Para, 
Amazonas, Roraima, Amapa, Goias, Acre, Maranhao and Rondonia will spend 18 days 
attending classes in epidemiological methods, taught by professors of the National 
School of Public Health. 


Endemic Diseases 


Regarding Chagas disease, Fiuza reported that an estimated 100 million people live 

in a potential Chagas area, from Piaui to Rio Grande do Sul, extending to the 
interior of Goias, Mato Grosso and Mato Grosso do Sul. The area includes about 1,200 
municipios in 13 states, occupying about 23.5 percent of Brazil's territory. 


To control the disease, which is closely related to the precarious social and economic 
conditions in rural areas, the government is planning to improve housing and health 
education, along with the spraying operations. 





Migration 


With respect to schistosomiasis, the endemic areas are Rio de Janeiro (Jacarepagua 
and Niteroi), Para, Minas Gerais, the Federal District, Espirito Santo and Santa 
Catarine. The spread of the disease is related to internal migrations, and is bel 
combated with specific medication and basic hygiene. 


The yellow fever control program is based on vaccination of the high-risk population 
in the Amazon and Central Western Regions and on epidemiological research, through 
viscerotomies in all cases where death was attributed to acute yellow fever with no 
other diagnosis. 


6362 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


GASTROENTERITIS ON RISE IN PARANA--Curitiba--In the last 4 days, over 29 persons have 
been hospitalized in Engenheiro Beltrao, in northeastern Parana, according to Sidnei 
Polato, the city's mayor The epidemic has already affected 400 people, 40 percent 
of whom are from the rural area. Only seven people are still hospitalized, but, 
according to Health Secretary Oscar Alves, the disease is continuing to spread “for 
lack of hygiene precautions." Alves reported that on examination of the patients’ 
feces it was established that the gastroenteritis was caused by Shigella bacteria 
from the cesspools (the city does not have a sewer system), which flooded during the 
recent rains in the region, contaminating food and water. "It is very clear that we 
are really dealing with this type of bacteria, because the incubation period is 48 
hours, precisely the elapsed time between the intense rains of 19 October and the 
appearance of the gastroenteritis cases." He added that the outbreak could be controlled 
because the city's water supply is now being chiorinated, which was not the case 
before. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 4 Nov 81 p11] 6362 
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CHILE 


BRIEFS 


RED TIDE IN SOUTH--Punta Arenas--The National Health Service seized and destroyed 

130 bags of bivalves, 118 sacks of mussels and 12 of “cholgas" [a kind of mssel] 
following the death of Luis Gustavo Gonzalez Parades, from Picton Island, a victim 

of the red tide. The National Health Service also abolished previous resolutions 
authorizing the catching, distribution, transport, processing and sale in any form 

of “cholgas," mussels, clams and oysters in different areas of the region. Gonzalez 
Paredes, 58, died 2 hours after earing "cholgas." The head of the National Health 
Service Environmental Program, Dr Jose Ballesteros, reported that an analysis had 
been made of the remaining food and an autopsy was also performed. Toxins were found 
in the stomach contents of the victim. "The amount of toxins varies from one mollusk 
to another and another factor is the resistance of the organism to the toxin,” 

Dr Ballesteros said, adding that the rest of the family was fine. In February, two 
persens died of the same cause in the Natales area and in 1972, three persons died 

in the Campana Bay zone. [By Francisco Eterovic] [Text] [Santiago EL MERCURIO in 
Spanish 7 Nov 81 pCi1lj 11,464 
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DENGUE EPIDEMIC REPORTED OVER BY HEALTH MINISTRY 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW 22 Nov 81 p 2 
[Article by Jose A. de la Osa] 
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BRIEFS 


DENGUE EPIDEMIC OVER--The dengue epidemic is over. Another victory for our 
people. This is so stated on the first page of today's issue of the newspaper 
GRANMA, the Central Committee's official newspaper. An extensive analysis of 
the effort that has been made by our revolution to eradicate the epidemic is 
published on page two of the newspaper. The report indicates that during the 
week starting 30 June through 6 July, a total of 9,869 cases of dengue were 
reported throughout the country. Thus this was the peak period of the epidemic 
that ravaged the country. The report also indicates that 10 August was the 


last day of the epidemic. [Text] [FL191240 Havana Domestic Television Service 
in Spanish 1205 GMT 19 Nov 81] 
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ETHIOPIA 


NEW HEALTH CENTERS TO BE BUILT 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 1 Nov 81 p 7 


{Text} Addis Ababa (EH)--Nine new health centres are to be built here in the cap- 
ital while 12 existing clinics are to be upgraded to health centre level, it was 
disclosed here Saturday. 


This was announced by Comrade G/ Selassie Angamo, Head of the Addis Ababa Health 
Services Department within the Ministry of Health. He said the project is to be 
financed by aid money smounting to 5.4 million Birr to be extended by the Swedish 
Save the Children Federation ‘Radda Barnen). The funds are to be used mainly for 
the construction of new buildings. 


Comrade Gebre Selassie said three of the 12 existing clinics providing maternity 
services with eight beds each will continue rendering their usuai services while 
the other 18 centres will be accommodated with 16 beds each. Fifteen of the 21 
health centres will have training components of their own, which will be used by 
students from medical, nursing and health assistants’ schools for practical train- 
ing. In addition to this, the training components will also be used for special- 
ized post-graduate training of gynaecolocists and obstetricians, mid-wives, pedi- 
atric and mother and child health practitioners. 


Community health agents coming from mass organizations snd traditional birth- 
attendants will be trained in these same centres. Services to be provided in the 
21 health centres include adult out-patient services, nutritional rehabilitation, 
family quidance and delivery services. Cases requiring hospital-level services 
will be referred to nearest hospital. 


According to the head of the department, medical equipment and office furniture 
for the 21 health centres will be supplied by the Ministry of Health, which is in 
turn getti: 3 assistance in the form of medical instruments from the United Nations 
International Children's Fund (UNICEF). 


CSO: 5400/5002 
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ETHIOPIA 





Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 28 Nov 81 p 5 
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INDIA 


ENCEPHALITIS DEATHS REPORTED IN BANGALORE, KOLAR 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 13 Nov 81 p 7 
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INDIA 


SPREAD OF, FIGHT AGAINST ENCEPHALITIS REPORTED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 13 Nov 81 p 9 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


ENCEPHALITIS DEATHS--New Delhi, 8 Nov--Thirteen children have been killed in 
India's southern Andhra Pradesh State by encephalitis, a viral disease which 
affects the nervous system, the PRESS TRUST OF INDIA (PTI) reported Saturday. 
PTI said the deaths had occurred in the past five weeks. At least 60 people, 
including 37 children, died from the disease at Pondicherry in southern India 
in the past two months, according to a PTI report on October 3l. NAB/ REUTER 
{Text} [Rangoon THE WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 10 Nov 81 p 7] 


ENCEPHALITIS IN BORDER AREAS--Tiruchi, Nov. 15-~The toll in brain fever (encepha- 
litis) has gone up to nine so far in the border areas of Tiruchi, Miss Shantha 
Sheela Nair, District Collector, said in a statement that brain fever occurred 

in Veppur, Veppanthattai, Alathur, and Perambalur and Sendurai blocks. Preventive 
me;.sures were being taken to curb the spread of the disease. Serological investi- 
gation had been done by a team of virologists from the Madurai Medical College 
hospital, She said 94 villages had so far been covered under the spraying pro- 
gramme, The operation would continue till November end in all villages. Mobile 
clinics were covering at least 10 villages a day. Teams of doctors, nurses and 
adequate medicines had been rushed from the headquarters hospital to all peri- 
pheral health centres, she added. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Nov 81 


p 9] 


MORE ENCEPHALITIS REPORTED--Thanjavur, Nov. 15--Fourteen cases of suspected brain 
fever (encephalitis) have been admitted in the Thanjavur Medical College Hospital 
during the last three days. All are children aged between two and eight and are 
progressing. [text] (Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Nov 81 p 9] 


ENCEPHALITIS EPIDEMIC IN SOUTH--New Delhi, 8 Dec (AFP)--A raging encephalitis 
epidemic has claimed 49 lives in the Chittoor District of southern Andhra Pra- 
desh State and is still spreading fast, reports said today. District offi- 
cials were quoted as saying today in Chittoor, in the southernmost part of the 
state on the border with neighbouring Tamilnadu, that the number of villages 
affected had increased from 36 last month to 107. An outbreak of the disease 
had earlier been reported from the neighbouring Karnataka State. [Text] 

[Hong Kong AFP in English 1235 GMT 8 Dec 381 BK] 


DUM DUM CHOLERA DEATHS--Three persons died following a sudden outbreak of cholera 
at Bediapara of so.th Dum Dum municipality till Monday. Since last week 44 cases 
have been recorded. The State Health Department and south Dum Dum municipality 
sources claime’ the situation had been brought under control. The population 

of the Bediapara «rea was estimated at about 7,000. Municipality sources said 
the deep tubewell, the only source of drinking water in the area, had a “faulty 
laying" from the beginning and it was suspected that the water source was conta- 
minated, The municipality had directed to local people not to drink water from 
the tubewell without boiling it. The municipality had sent two tankers to provide 
drinking water to the area, Eight ponds and 47 houses were disinfected and about 
5,000 people inoculated. The Health Officer of Calcutta Corporation alerted its 
Cossipore district om Monday, as it was nearest to the cholera affected area. 
(text) (Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 17 Nov 81 p 16] 
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GASTROENTERITIS IN BIMA, NIB--An extraordinary increase in the number of gastro- 
enteritis Cases has occurred in Bima (West Nusatenggara) since 11 September, 
particularly in the Rasanae Subdistrict. As of 1 October, 149 cases were recorded 
with six deaths from the disease. The dead were residents of Nitu Kampung situ- 
ated ona hill, tt can only be reached after walking 12 kilometers. Dr 
Antonius Widjaya, chief officer of the NIB Regional Health Office, said gastro- 
enteritis is endemic to the Bima Regency and erupts from time to time, but the 
number of deaths can always be kept low. In 1975 there were 435 cases of gastro- 
enteritis with 11 deaths. In 1980 the number of cases rose to 442, with 13 
deaths, and in 1981 there were 287 cases. The rigures have been higher than the 
weekly average figure only since the 35th to the 38th weeks of this year. 
However, there have been very few cases of cholera among the gastroenteritis 
victims. Gastroenteritis, he said, has not been restricted to Bima but has also 
been found in East and Central Lombok. Between 15 and 30 cases a week have been 


ceported for that area. [Excerpts] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 6 Oct 81 p 8] 
6804 





GASTROENTERITIS STRIKES BANDUNG REGENCY AGAIN--The gastroenteritis epidemic is 
beginning to recur, At least 31 persons were found to be suffering from the 
disease from the second week to the beginning of the third week of October, 

Of this total, 16 persons were severely dehydrated and were treated by aides at 
the Ujungberung and the Hasan Sadikin Hospitals. Many of the victims were 
children and only a few were individuals of a more advanced age. Gastroenteritis 
is now found in the Cinunuk, Cileunyi, and Cilengkrang Villages and in a small 
portion of Ujungberung in the Bandung Regency. The first case requiring treatment 
at the Ujungberung Public Health Center wis recorded on 4 October, Other cases 
erupted subsequent ly although no deaths were reported as of yesterday {23 October]. 
Active steps were taken by local health officials to prevert the spread of the 
disease. In addition to providing medication for the sick, each family in the 
areas where the disease is spreading received oralit salts, and kaporit was added 
to the wells, Of all the areas of West Java, the most gastroenteritis epidemics 
occur in the Bandung Regency, Last April hundreds of persons suffered from the 
disease and more than 30 persons died. At that time the epidemic raged through 
eight villages in the Pacet Subdistrict of Bandung Regency. [Excerpt] [Jakarta 
KOMPAS in Indonesian 24 Oct 81 p 8] 6804 


CSO: 5400/8405 
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TUBERCULOSIS STATISTICS PROVIDED AT REGIONAL CONFERENCE 





Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 28 Oct 81 p 3 


[Article by S. Kone: “Seventh African Regional Conference on Tuberculosis: Humanize 
Reception Facilities for the Sick, Suggests Prof Nagbele Coulibaly™] 


[Excerpts] The proceedings end this evening. 


The delegates to the UICT's [Internal Union Against 
Tuberculosis] seventh African regional conference on tuber- 
culosis, which opened last Monday, are continuing their work. 
Yesterday they met for the second day in the National Public 
Health Institute's conference hall at Adjame. 


The inaugural meeting, which was chaired by the minister of 
health and population, Lazeni Coulibay, was distinguished 
by important statements. 


Prof Nagbele Coulibay, director of the INSP [National Public Health Institute], 
inaugurated the series of reports with a broad survey of tuberculosis in our country. 
This showed that the first epidemiological investigations of this ailment in the 
Ivory Coast go back to 1956 and are due to the initiative of Professor Delormas. 
Since then, numerous investigations have been undertaken under the auspices of 
different bodies. It appears that although the epidemiological situation has 
changed little (prevalence 1.03 percent in 1969 and 1.41 percent in 1977 for an 
incidence of 0.43 percent to 0.40 percent noted for the years under consideration), 
new phenomena (rural exodus, unauthorized and precarious urbanization) have changed 
the areas in which the sick are concentrated. This indicates to Professor Coulibaly 
that “tuberculosis constitutes one of the public health problems for which a new 
strategy is required.” 


As for the epidemiological data, the author recalled that with regard to tuberculosis, 
the annual infection risk, that is, the annual incidence, is some 1.5 percent, whereas 
the prevalence of the infection reaches 10 percent in the age group between 0 and 

10 years of age. 


Revealing Figures 


With regard to tuberculosis, the prevalence (tuberculosis-carrying adults) is 0.75 
percent, and the annual incidence is 0.378 percent. This means, for example, that 
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in 1949, of a total estimated population of 5,273,026 inhabitants, 2,275 newly 
discovered cases were recorded. 


In 1977, the number of new cases amounted to 2,935 for an estimated population of 
7,320,000 inhabitants. 


An All-Out Campaign 


The antituberculosis campaign in our country is characterized essentially by the 
(bacteriological) diagnosis of sick persons with symptoms, priority treatment of 
tuberculosis-carrying subjects, surveillance of high-risk environments, and BCG 
vaccination. As to the means employed to conduct this campaign successfully, they 
consist of specialized facilities, that is, nine antituberculosis centers, each 
with a staff doctor, three pneumophtisiological services, and some integrated rural 
health centers. Thus, in 1969, owt of 7,583 consultants, 2,274 new cases were 
discovered. 


In 1977, 2,935 new cases were discovered out of a total of 29.880 examined. “An 
evaluation of the antituberculosis campaign in the Ivory Coast over a 10-year period 
(1969-1977) has made clear the need to implement some corrections in our anti- 
tuberculois campaign,” Professor Coulibaly pointed out. What is also involved is 
providing better central coordination of antituberculosis activities, multiplying 
diagnostic and treatment centers by bringing them nearer the sick, reducing the 
number of treatment dropouts through health education, humanizing reception 
facilities and intensifying vaccination. 


The speaker did not fail to stress the difficulties encountered in this campaign. 
They concern both human and material resources (microscopes and reagents, a regular 
supply of drugs in the rural health centers diagnosing and treating the sick) and 
the training or retraining of the microscopists. 


9434 
CSO: 5400/5666 
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JAMAICA 


LEPTOSPIROSIS, SPREAD BY RATS, KILLS TWO; CONTROLS BEGUN 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 Kov 81 p 23 


[Text] Investigations into the death of two men at the Percy Junior Hospital in 
Spaldings, Clarendon, over the weekend of October 25 have revealed that they 
were cases of leptospirosis, a disease spread mainly by rats. 


The men, having symptoms of fever, vomiting and jaundice, died within 24 hours 
of being admitted to hospital. Unofficial reports had stated that they were 
cases of leptospirosis or haemorrhagic dengue. 


Investigations were carried out by the Medical Officer ot Health, the Epidemiolo- 
gist and the Governm=rt Pathologist. 


“Indications at present are that these are cases of leptospirosis which have 
been occurring sporadically in certain occupational groups,” the Minister of 
Health Dr Kenneth Baugh said in a statement on Tuesday. The disease which 
affects both human beings and animals can be contracted by eating food contami- 
nated by ret urine and faeces. Agricultural workers are those most likely to 
contract the disease. 


In human beings the symptoms associated with the disease are high fever, head- 
ache, pains all over the body, chills, vomiting, lack of energy, inflamation of 
the eyes, red spots on the skin, jaundice, bloody urine. The disease can also 
cause brain damage. 


In animals the disease causes fever, muscular stiffness, heavy breathing, de- 
creased milk supply usually tinged with blood, bloody ur‘ne and jaundice. 


Since the death of the two men, the public health depirtments in Manchester and 
Clarendon have instituted measures for the prevention and control of the disease. 
Precautionary measures include boiling all water tsken ‘rom ponds, rivers, tanks 
to be used for drinking and the washing of fruits and vegetables. 


Persons should avoid swimming in stagnant water as well as keeping premises free 
of rats and mongoose by the use of baits and traps. Fvod and utensils should 
be protected from rats and water boots free of holes should be worn when working 
in the fields. 


CSO: 5400/7509 
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MALAYSIA 


DECREASE IN NUMBER OF MALARIA CASES 
Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 2 Nov 81 p 4 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Sun.--Malaysia has successfully reduced the number of malaria 
cases in the country from 9,110 last year to 3,150 for the first half of this year. 


The number of people protected from the disease has also increased, said the par- 
liamentary secretary to the Health Ministry, Datin Paduka Rosemary Chong at the 
opening of the biennial general meeting of the Anti-malaria Staff Union here today. 


In 1980, 64 per cent of the population was placed in the pre-warning stage, 25 per 
cent in the consolidation stage and 11 per cent in the final symptoms of the dis- 
ease category, she added. 

She praised the staff for successfully curbing the disease. 


Datin Chong said that uncer the Fourth Malaysia Plan, the anti-malaria campaign 
will be broadened to include the curbing of other contagious diseases as well. 


Since the end of last year, 528 health supervisors, 28 larvae collectors, 43 dri- 
vers, and seven boat drivers have been placed in the permanent category of service. 


“Temporary labourers too have been given special allowances. Plans to increase 
their pay are being discussed by the Public Services Commission.” 


On upgrading the qualifications of anti-malaria inspectors, health supervisors 
and larva collectors, she said it did not come under the jurisdiction of the 
Health Ministry. 


However, the ministry will meet with the relevant departments to discuss pre- 
service training for the staff. 


CSO: 5400/8408 
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MOZAMB IQUE 


IMPROVEMENT SEEN IN ‘BITTER CASSAVA‘ VICTIMS’ SYMPTOMS 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 7 Nov 81 p 10 


[Text] The cases of paralysis reported in Nampula in the past few weeks indi- 
cate that there has been a considerable decrease in the number of persons poi- 
soned with cyanide derivatives contained in a kind of cassava known as “bitter.” 
Moreover, information recently compiled reveals that the rate of persons neuro- 
logically rehabilitated has increased substantially. 


National Director of Preventive Medicine Jorge Cabral, who released this infor- 
mation at a press conference in Maputo yesterday, said that, contrary to what was 
previously thought, the health organizations are now somewhat optimistic about 
the chances for recovery of persons afflicted with this tropical neuropathic 
disease. 


From May until the end of October, 1,067 paralysis cases were reported. Accord- 
ing to the latest information obtained, by 2 November this figure had increased 
to 1,090. 


According to the same official, this is principally the result of intensive 
action by the health organization staffs who made house to house visits in the 
small towns to discover any persons afflicted and provide immediate treatment. 


With regard to the neurological rehabilitation of persons who have become para- 
lyzed, Jorge Cabral said that there are no longer any great problems inasmuch as 
it has been ascertained that the recent cases are not chronic as were those ini- 
tially discovered. 


To illustrate this fact, for example, we need only to point out that in one 
rehabilitation center, of 36 patients admitted 26 were already completely re- 
covered, some of whom were able to leave. 


In another center where 100 people had been admitted, 30 percent were still un- 
able to move, 27 percent were able to move around with crutches or other means 
of support and 46 percent were practically out of danger. 


"At present in Nampula, everything indicates that control of the people to pre- 
vent contact with the ‘poison’ in large quantities has now been achieved. Thus, 
with regard to recent cases, there was not time for serious damage to be done, 
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although this may not always hold true. This will permit more complete recovery 
than what we previously thought," the official said. 


Also, according to National Director of Preventive Medicine Jorge Cabral, three 
basic factors contribute to the rehabilitation of those afflicted: food which, 
at present, is being supplied by the health organizations in the areas in ques- 
tion; physiotherapy; and certain medicines which are to help counteract the 
poison as quickly as possible. 


In conclusion, Jorge Cabral said that the hypothesis that a large number of per- 


sons will not completely recover from the paralysis is no longer being antici- 
pated. 


8568 
CSO: 5400/5659 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES FATALITIES CONTINUE--The measles epidemic spreading throughout Maputo 

is continuing to kill children. From October until yesterday 47 deaths have 
been reported in the pediatrics section of the Maputo Centra] Hospital whose 
wards are overloaded with afflicted children. Mario Glisse, director of the 
hospital's pediatrics section, said that in October, 45 fatal cases were re- 
ported and that on 1 and 2 November, 2 more deaths were verified as being the 
result of the epidemic. According to the pediatrician, this reveals an increase 
in cases stemming from the measles outbreak in the capital's districts. Failure 
to maintain vaccination schedules led to the increased cases of measles. Some 
of the pediatrics wards are completely filled with measles victims and this has 
forced the medical staff to transfer some of the children to other facilities 
which offer better conditions for treating that type of disease. An intensive 
measles vaccination campaign is being carried out at present to prevent its 
further spread. [Excerpt] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 3 Nov 81 p 2] 8568 


NAMPULA MEASLES OUTBREAK--Twenty children recently contracted measles in the 
locality of Iulute, Mogovolas District, Nampula Province; 10 of them were hos- 
pitalized. According to Alberto Amancio, head of the Provincial Medical Service, 
diseases of this type occur precisely at this time of year. Since measles is a 
contagious disease a brigade was sent to Circulo de Tavina, the area hit by the 
epidemic; this medical team will evacuate the serious cases and vaccinate the 
children not yet having the disease. In addition, chickenpox had devastated 
districts surrounding Nampula, the district of Namicopo being hardest hit; this 
has resulted in hospitalizing a number of children. “Chickenpox is a mild dis- 
ease, or less concern to the health organizations. At present, no preventive 
measures or remedies are being taken against this disease; we are limiting our- 
selves to therapeutic treatment in accordance with the extent of the symptoms 
presented by each patient," Alberto Amancio said. [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
5 Nov 81 p 3] 8568 


CSO: 5400/5659 
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AIR TRAVEL SEEN SPREADING SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES 


Neighboring Nations Criticised 


Wellington EVENING POST in English 27 Oct 81 p 25 
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Rising Incidence Among Youth 


Wellington EVENING POST in English 24 Oct 81 p 2 


[text] Christchurch, Oct 23 (PA)--The number of young people contracting venereal 
disease was “distressing,” Minister of Health, Mr Gair said tonight. 


Last year 790, or 34 percent of people reporting to clinics with gonorrhoea were 
under 20 years of age and 71.6 percent were under 25, Mr Gair said. 


"To tackle this problem will require a significant community effort to bring 
back greater responsibility into sexual attitudes and habits," he said. 


Many people, the minister said, still regarded sexually transmitted disease as of 
little significance and as easily cured as the common cold--"“for which we know 
there is no specific remedy." 


CSO: 5400/9069 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


POULTRY INFECTIOUS BRONCHITIS-—-An outbreak of poultry infectious bronchitis has 
been reported by Adolfo Evertz, director of the Agrarian Reform National Poultry 
Enterprise and confirmed by laboratory tests done in Cuba. This is the first time 
this virus has been reported in the country. The disease has spread throughout many 
of the farms owned by the people. The neighboring Isthmian countries have already 
been informed of the outbreak. [Managua Radio Corporacion in Spanish 1200 GMT 

10 Nov 81 PA] 


CSO: 5400/2055 
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Meeting Opens 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 11 Aug 81 p 16 





FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON TSETSE CONTROL HELD 
[Article by Leke Salau] 


[Text] 
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Meeting Ends 


Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 12 Aug 81 p 16 
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BRIEFS 


CHOLERA DEATHS IN OYO--Ten people have died of cholera in Oyo State in the second 
outbreak of the disease within a month. The news agency of Nigeria, quoting hos- 
pital sources in Ibadan, said that 40 cholera patients had been admitted to hos- 
pital since October 9. Four of those patients died, it said. Some 250 cholera 
patients were admitted to hospital last month, of whom 145 were treated, the 
agency said, but it did not say how many people died in the last outbreak. 

[Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3351, 19 Oct 81 p 2475] 


MALARIA, PARASITE STATISTICS--Nigerian parasitologists have been urged to use 
their resources to fight diseases like malaria, worm infestation, sleeping sick- 
ness and others. The greatness of this country will continue to be dented to the 
degree at which Nigerians fall easy victims to such diseases. The Cross River 
State Governor, Dr Clement Isong made this call when he opened the annual con- 
ference of the Nigerian society for parasitology in Calabar. According to the 
governor, about 75 per cent of the people in Nigeria suffer from malaria every 
year and a sizeable proportion of fever deaths in the country were attributable 
to malaria. Besides, he said, the debilitating effects that parasitic worms had 
on our population and livestock were deadly. Members of the Parasitological 
Association were also urged to regard as a challenge, the N44 million spent 
yearly to combat the skin disease of cattle called "Kiriu." Dr Isong also told 
the scientists that millions of naira were lost every year as a result of the 
havoc done by bugs and green spider mites which cause crops failures all over 
the country. He was optimistic that with the quality of scientists in the coun- 
try, our problems were not insurmountable. Our country, he added, would become 
greater once the menace of parasites was completely abated or wiped out. [Text] 
{Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 28 Sep 81 p 26] 


PROGRAM ON RIVER BLINDNESS--Minister of health, Mr D. C. Ugwu, has confirmed the 
formation of the National Onchocerciasis Control Programme [NDCP], meant to com- 
bat river blindness, which has spread all over the federation. In an interview 
with the SUNDAY NEW NIGERIAN, Mr Ugwu said that despite the fact that all the 19 
states of the federation were now affected, the “disease is not as severe as 
people fear." He declared that government was doing all it could to combat the 
disease. Experts of the World Health Organization (WHO) are now working hand 

in hand with Nigerian experts to combat the disease, ie Minister said. Last 
Sunday, this newspaper carried a report on the spread of river blindness to all 
the 19 states of the federation. [Bukky Wilson] [Text] [Kaduna SUNDAY NEW 
NIGERIAN in English 1¢ Aug 81 p 1] 
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MEASLES DEATHS--Forty eight children were reported killed by measles in Bauchi 
State, according to the state Commissioner of Health, Alhaji Jibrin Gane, 
Galadiman Dass. A total of 607 children were affected by the disease between 
January and September, this year the comzissioner said. During the said period, 
five cases of cholera and 13 unconfirmed cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis 
were similarly recorded. Meanwhile, 970,000 persons have been immunized 
against various infectious diseases in the state within the period of ten 
months of this year. A statistic issued by the state Ministry of Health said 
out of the said figures, 416,210 people were vaccinated against cerebro-spinal 
meningitis, 193,086 against tetanus and 157,309 against measles. Others, 
according to the statistic, were 154,246 persons against diphtheria, whooping 
cough and tetanus; 26,288 against poliomyelitis; 17,019 against tuberculosis; 
13,825 against cholera and 99 persons against typhoid and para-typhoid. [Text] 
{Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 23 Nov 81 p 13] 


CSO: 5400/5705 
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PAKISTAN 


STUDY REVEALS FIGURES ON TUBERCULOSIS 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 23 Nov 81 p 5 
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PANAMA 


BRIEFS 


DECREASE IN MENINGITIS CASES--Dr Carlos Brandariz, Health Ministry epidemiology di- 
rector, said that only 57 cases of viral meningitis have been reported in the past 
few weeks which means that the outbreak is receding. He also said that 200,000 


cases of conjunctivites have been registered so far but that this outbreak is i: 
its final stage. [PA152145 Panama City LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 5 Nov 81 p 32] 


CSO: 5400/2055 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


TEN CHOLERA DEATIUS--Durban--The killer disease that has struck Inchaweni township 
near Stanger was proved at the weekend to be cholera. It is reported to have 
claimed the lives of 10 people and at least 40 victims have been treated at the 
Stanger Provincial Hospital. The medical superintendent of the hospital, Dr R. 
Docrat, said six victims had died after being admitted. Residents in the town- 
ship claim they know of at least four people who died of cholera in their homes. 
About 12 people have died in a cholera epidemic in Kwazulu during the last 

month. Another 400 victims were treated and .° ~ut 200 of these cases were proved. 
Dr Docrat said yesterday that 25 cholera vy _~i were still in a special ward in 
the Stanger hospital. The South African Sugsar Association sponsored “buy-a-bore- 
hole” campaign fund is to sink nine boreho!s and fitted handpumps in the cholera- 
stricken Ingwavuma district of northern Kwazulu. The three major rivers in 
northern Kwazulu, the Ingwavuma, the Usutu and the Pongola, are all contaminated. 
SAPA. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 8 Dec 81 p 12/ 


CSO: 5400/5709 


34 








TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


CONTINUING CHOLERA DEATHS--Dodoma--Forty one (41) people have so far died of 
cholera in Mpwapwa and Dodoma Rural districts since the deadly disease broke 
out in the two districts on November 7, this year. The Dodoma Regional Medi- 
cal Officer, Ndugu J.A. Tesha told the Regional Anticholera Committee yester- 
day that 253 people have been treated in Mpwapwa district alone, out of whom 

28 have died. Ndugu Tesha, however, said 11 victims died at their homes before 
reporting to hospitals. He called on all residents of the two districts to re- 
port suspected cases to hospitals. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 
2 Dec 81 p 3] 


RABIES DEATHS, PREVENTIVE MEASURES--Arusha--An extensive campaign has been 
launched in Arusha region to combat rabies disease which has reached an epi- 
demic stage. Eleven people have so far died of the disease and about 400 have 
been treated efter being bitten by rabid dogs in all seven districts of the 
region since the outbreak of the disease in May this year. The coordinator of 
the campaign expected to last for two months, Ndugu Elium Kimambo told Radio 
Tanzania correspondent in Arusha yesterday that 276,000/- has been set aside to 
carry out the campaign which involves killing all stray dogs in the region and 
for preventive measures. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 30 Nov 81 
p 3) 


PANGANI DISTRICT RABIES QUARANTINE--Pangani District has been put under quaran- 
tine following an outbreak of rabies, SHIHATA has reported. A report issued in 
Tanga yesterday by the Regional Livestock Development Officer, Dr J.I. Mrema, 
said no donkeys or cats were to be moved in or out of the quarantine areas with- 
out a written permission from a veterinary officer. [Text] [Dar es Salaam SUN- 
DAY NEWS in English 29 Nov 81 p 1] 


SPREAD OF CHOLERA--The outbreak of cholera, which has confronted Dodoma Rural 
District and Mpwapwa, in Dodoma Region, has now spread to the city of Dodoma and 
caused the death of three persons, increasing to 46 the number of deaths from 
this disease since it occurred in the region early last month. The three deaths 
in the city of Dodoma occurred in Isanga Prison. The cholera prevention committee 
in the city of Dodoma held an emergency session yesterday to consider means of 


preventing the spread of the disease in the prison. [Dar es Salaam UHURU in 
Swahili 4 Dec 81 p 3] 


CSO: 5400/5711 
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VIETNAM 


DIPHTHERIA INCIDENCE, MANAGEMENT REPORTED 
Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 29 Sep 81 p 2 


[Article by Ha Xuan Tan, MD: “Block Expansion and Reduce Mortality Rate of 
Diphtheria" ] 


[Text] Since the beginning of the year, diphtheria has occurred randomly in pre- 
cincts and districts. On the average, of 100,000 persons 3.5 are affected by the 
disease, with a mortality rate of 24 percent. 


This past May, seeing that the disease showed signs of spreading, the municipal 
health sector directed all its installations promptly to vaccinate all children 
under 6 years old, so as to effect basic immunity and prevent diphteria from 
spreading. Why then at present is the incidence still increasing with a mortality 
rate worthy of concern? Statistical data and epidemiologic investigation results 
show the main causes are as follows: 


--Nearly all diphtheritic children were urndervaccinated or unvaccinated. After 
an inoculation campaign no backup shots were administered to children who had 
missed it for some reason. The inoculation drive was conducted during the summer 
vacation, and many children were left out because they were registered residents 
at one place but were living at another. Besides, only registered residents--and 
not all children present within the area--were eligible for inoculation. 


--Examination and detection of diphtheritic patients at basic health installations 
(organs, enterprises, villages, district hospitals, etc) were slow. Usually 
patients are kept in the village for 3 to 5 days with a diagnosis of threat in- 
fection or fever by unknown causes. Patients are referred to district hospitals 
only when clinical manifestations are visible, and it takes 1 to 2 days to send 
these patients to a higher treatment facility. That is why a number of seriously 
affected patients have succumbed, despite adequate treatment. 


--Late detection at the primary level led to late action against pockets of con- 
tagion. A few districts even waited for a municipal order before taking appro- 
priate measures. During that time, telephone communications between municipal 
and district health installations were almost nonexistent. Notices sent by mail 
took 5 to 10 days for delivery. As a result, at 5 pockets of contagion there 
were from 2 to 3 new patients a week. 
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In a number of mountainous villages (Ba Vi), people over 15 years old were 
affected by diphtheria because vaccination rates in previous years were low. 
While there examining patients, health personnel should keep an eye out for 
adult cases. 


Many years experiences show that during the months of the 4th quarter, dry and 
cold weather tends to favor the incidence of diphtheria, and to prevent the 
disease from spreading, and to reduce the mortality rate, the following tasks 
should be properly carried out: 


1. Urgently hold training courses for all examining physicians, especially medi- 
cal interns and doctors serving at the primary Jevel (organs, enterprises, 
schools, wards, villages, etc) on ways to detect, diagnose, treat diphtheria 

and stamp out pockets of contagion. 


2. All small children coming to a health instz.lation in a feverish condition 
must be subject to careful throat examination. Those with a false pharyngeal 
membrane must be strictly observed. Those suspected of having diphtheria and 
coming from a pocket of contagion having a fever and a false pharyngeal membrane, 
must be treated as diphtheritic patients, that is with urgency and thoroughness. 


3. There must be strict coordination between therapeutic and prophylactic per- 
sonnel at the primary level, at the very beginning, and according to the follow- 
ing principle: after detection of a suspected diphtheria patient, regular mea- 
sures must be taken to stamp out the pocket of contagion without waiting for 
conclusive confirmation by municipal or central-echelon health organizations. 


4. At district hospitals far from the city, gravely ill patients must be hos- 
pitalized. In case of difficulty, higher echelons must be contacted by urgent 
telegrams for assistance. This way of coping will reduce the fatality rate. 
Due to present transportation facilities and road conditions, the transfer of 
serious cases often leads to further deterioration and often death. 


5. To cope with a pocket of diphtheria, we must: 


--Vaccinate 100 percent of the children under 7 years old. See to it that 
those children who did not receive all three shots during the May inoculation 
drive are administcred booster doses. At mountainous villages, where the 
vaccination rate in previous years was low, vaccination eligibility must be 
expanded to include other age brackets, depending upon vaccine availability. 


--Organize throat cleaning with swabs, to determine healthy carriers for 
prompt isolation and treatment. In case the districts are still unable to 
make bacterial cultures, detection can be obtained through examining stained 
smears to identify the configuration of diphtheritic bacilli. 


--Isolate and carefully follow those children with high temperatures, especially 
at child care centers and kindergartens. 


--Disinfect the living quarters of patients. Walls and floors should be sprayed 
with a cloramin 5 percent solution, or painted with diluted lime whitewash. 
Blankets, mosquito nets, cups, bowls and dishes should be boiled for 15 minutes. 
Things which cannot be boiled should be wiped with a towel soaked with cloramin 
3 percent solution, or cleansed thoroughly and exposed to the sun. 


9213 
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VIETNAM 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA IN HANOI--After investigating and detecting five cases of malaria in 
Khanh Thuong village (Ba Vi), the sanitation and epidemiologic prevention sta- 
tion sent a group of cadres there to help the district sanitation and epidemi- 
ologic prevention unit fight or prevent an epidemic. In 10 days, they have 
organized antimosquito DDT spraying for 2 cooperatives including 873 house- 
holds, 1 organ and 1 military unit, thus extending protection to 6,000 per- 
sons. They have also examined, taken blood samples for parasite detection and 
treated 894 persons. Drugs have been distributed to parasite carriers to pre- 
vent recurrence. Following this antiepidemiologic drive, the sanitation and 
epidemiologic investigation into 8 villages of the 2 districts of Ba Vi and Soc 
Son so as to promptly detect malaria germs and protect the people's health 
during the 10-month crop. [Text] [Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 29 Sep 81 p 2] 
9213 
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ZAIRE 


BRIEFS 


POSSIBLE PULMONARY PLAGUE--An epidemic which could be pulmonary plague (peste 
pulmonaire) has been revealed at Bunia, capital of Ituri Subregion, where several 
deaths have been registered. Dr Kankonde, Ituri subregional physician, announced 
this news on Monday evening. Citizen Ntikala E. Ibole, regional chairman of the 
MPR (Popular Movement of the sevolution) and governor of Haut-Zaire Region, asked 
the doctor to put forth every effort to identify the disease as soon as possible 
and to follow its progress rigorously. [Kinshasa ELIMA in French 12 Nov 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5400/5689 
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AUSTRALIA 


ANIMAL DISEASE LABORATORY TO STUDY EXOTIC MALADIES 


Melbourne THE AGE in English 8 Oct 81 p 6 


“Turning the Lock on Animal Disease") 


[Article by Peter Roberts: 
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BRIEFS 


DEATHS FROM RINDERPEST--Delhi police has banned the entry of cattle in the East 
District following the outbreak of rinderpest, a contagious disease in the Gazipur 
dairy farm, East District Deputy Commissioner of Police Suresh Roy in an order on 
Tuesday said that no cow or buffalo, or their progeny, shall leave or enter the 
limits of Gazipur dairy farm, Further, no cattle shall enter the East District 
of Delhi from outside unless it carried a valid certificate or rinderpest vacci- 
nation, issued at least 15 days prior to the entry. The order passed to prevent 
the spread of the disease among the cattle of the Union Territory will remain in 
force for a month, Meanwhile, the Delhi Administration claimed on Tuesday that 
conditions in the rinderpest-infected Gazipur dairy farm had begun to improve 

and the disease had begun to subside in blocks A&B though cases continued to be 
reported from blocks C&D. Ina statement the administration said that so far 

401 cases of cattle mortality had been reported to seven teams of veterinary 
doctors for treatment of affected animals. The administration claimed that 
35,000 head of cattle had been vaccinated so far and other dairy colonies had 
been provided protection as well, Medicines had also been made available and 

a small field laboratory had been set apart Gazipur, the statement said. 

(Text] (New Delhi PATRIOT in English 18 Nov 81 p 10] 


CSO: 5400/7024 
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MOZAMB IQUE 


SURVEY PINPOINTS HEAVIEST RAT INFESTATION AREA 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 6 Nov 81 p 2 


[Text] Xipamanine, in Maputo, is the district with the heaviest rat infesta- 
tion, according to a survey completed a few days ago by specialists of the Min- 
istry of Health's Ecological Study Group. The study was based on the capture 
of 288 rats in three of the city's areas: the port area, the garbage dump and 
the Xipamanine District. 


Studies carried out by the state organization covered the port, the garbage dump 
and the Xipamanine District. The published results indicate the existence of 
three species of rodents: the Rattus rattus, the Rattus norvegicus and the Mus 
musculus. The heaviest concentration in the three areas is that of the Rattus 
norvegicus. 


The conclusions drawn from these studies indicate the existence of three species 
of fleas found on these rats: The X. cheopis, the X. brasilliesise and the 
X. gallineceas. Most of the rats collected are young adults. 


The rats checked showed negative results with regard to research on the existence 
of tuberculosis, undulant fever, leptospirosis and salmonellosis. 


Contamination 


The research conducted on the rats reveals that it is possible to have food con- 
tamination harmful to man. This contamination can cause severe gastrointestinal 
disturbances, aggravated by the unfavorable env’ <onmental conditions which exist 
in the three areas selected. 


Research on diseases transmittable to man has revealed degenerative changes in 
the liver of the rats, which proves the presence of larva stages of the tapeworm 
known as Taenia hynenalapis. The heaviest concentration of these bacteria was 
found in the rats from Xipamenine. 


According to the Ministry of Health's Ecological Study Group, the Rattus norve- 
gicus, known as sewer rat, is an excavating rodent with aquatic habits. It is 
generally found in tropical regions. 


The Mus musculus, or domestic rat, is the smallest of the rodents and lives in a 
territory ranging from tropical to arid regions. 
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The flea, X. cheopis, found on the rats collected at the Maputo port, is con- 
sidered the most important vector in the transmission of bubonic plague in man 
when infested with the bacteria of that disease, which are called Yersina 
pestis. 


Characteristics of the Study 


The study began as a pilot program in Maputo. Afterwards, it will be expanded 
to other parts of the country and, particularly, to the Mutarara District in 
Tete Province. In 1978, that district was the site of an outbreak of bubonic 
plague which killed many people. 


One of the principal diseases transmitted by rats is bubonic plague. 


Moreover, the study to be made in other areas will make it possible to know 
which species of rats are found in those areas, their structure, the degree 
of contamination, the diseases they transmit and the concentration of fleas 
which act as vectors of diseases. 


It may be recalled that the Ministry of Health's Ecological Study Group has al- 
ready conducted a course in rat extermination which was attended by members of 
the Maputo Executive Council and of the Ministry of Health's Center for the Pre- 
vention of Disease. 


8568 
CSO: 5400/5659 
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MOZAMBIQUE 





BRIEFS 


CATTLE MORTALITY RATE RISES--A high cattle mortality rate has been ncced in the 
districts of Angonia and Mutarara in Tete. The district cattlemen's services 
have taken various measures to control the situation, among which is a vaccina- 
tion campaign against che principal diseases affecting the area's animals. In 

a short meeting with our reporting staff, the head of the cattlemen’s association 
in Angonia said that most of the fatalities in that district result from “easiern 
coast fever." This disease, transmitted by ticks, is spread because many breeders 
do not properly and regularly soak their animals in antitick vats. Angonia has 
about 70 percent of all the cattle in Tete Province, the family sector being the 
predominant one. Cattle are also owned by a few cooperatives among which are the 
Angonia Agroindustrial Complex (CAIA) and the Zootechnical Station. There has 
been considerable difficulty in the sanitary control of cattle, particularly in 
the family sector, and this has specifically contributed to the high mortality 
rate. In Mutarara, second only to Angonia in cattle raising, about 75,000 
vaccinations have already been given against various diseases up to October. 

It was ascertained that the mortality rate in that area is highest in the rainy 
season. In addition to vaccination campaigns, local organizations have induced 
breeders to take their cattle to the tick dipping vats regularly. An appeal is 
also being made to the people not to open their collective farms at areas border- 
ing the paths where cattle pass, or near the vats, inasmuch as this has made it 
difficult to lead the herds to those places without destroying the collective 
farms. The abnormal cattle mortality rate in those two districts has seriously 
affected the slaughtering rate and, consequently, the supply of meat to the mar- 
ket of Tete's capital. [Text] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 3 Nov 8] p 3] 

8568 


CSO: 5400/5659 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


ANIMAL VACCINATIONS--More than 420,000 animals have been vaccinated against vari- 
ous diseases in Magana Local Government area of Niger State. Such animals in- 
clude birds, cattle, sheep, goat, dogs, fowls and ducks. This was made known in 
Bijau by the Veterinary officer of the area, Alhaji Muhammad Alkali. The veter- 
inary officer then revealed that veterinary clinics have now been built in Dukku 
and Salka to carry on with such exercise regularly in their respective areas. 
Alhaji Alkali also advised cattle Fulanis to ensure that outbreak of animal dis- 
eases were reported promptly to the clinic. [Text] [Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
13 Aug 81 p 27] 


UNFIT VACCINES--Dr Emmanuel Okeke, the Chief Veterinary Research Officer of the 
National Veterinary Research Institute, said that some imported vaccines sent 
to his institute had beer found to be unfit for use. In an interview with the 
NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN) in Kaduna at the weekend, Dr Okeke suggested that 
any imported medicine should be tested before use. He said that the institute 
had produced the ‘high egg passage rabies vaccine’ and the ‘gumbaro vaccine’ 
for the treatment of the ‘bursal disease’ which, he said, was a major disease 
for poultry in the country. These vaccines, he said, were already on sale in 
the country. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 26 Oct 81 p 32] 


CSO: 5400/5710 


45 


SOUTH AFRICA 


PARVO-VIRUS REPORTED IN TRANSVAAL 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 26 Nov 81 p 5 


[Article by Ada Stuijt] 
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BRIEFS 


ANTHRAX QUARANTINE--Five people have died and several others hospitalized in 
Dodoma Rural and Mpwapwa districts since the outbreak of anthrax late last 
month, the Dodoma Regional Livestock Development Officer Dr F. Minja said in 
Dodoma yesterday. In an interview with SHIHATA, Dr Minja said that a livestock 
innoculation campaign in the affected areas was progressing w"ll and would end 
in the first week of next month. The affected areas include Makanghwa, Itiso, 
and Chipanga divisions in Dodoma Rural district and Rudi and Kibakwe divisions 
and Mima ward all in Mpwapwa district. These areas have been put under a pro- 
visional quarantine since November 3, this year. [Text] [Dar es Salaam DAILY 
NEWS in English 27 Nov 81 p 3) 


CSO: 5400/5\\97 
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BRAZIL 


INSECTS, DISEASE THREATEN NORTHERN PARANA BEAN CROP 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 26 Oct 81 p 16 


[Text] Londrina (0 GLOBO)--Agronomist Jose Roberto Menezes, of IAPAR (Parana 
Institute of Agronomy), said yesterday that thediseases and insects attacking the 
bean crops in northern Parana (which account for 30 percent of the state's bean 
production) could cause a furtherreduction in the harvest estimates of the State 
Secretariat of Agriculture. 


As a result of the drought that affected the state's producing regions for 3 months, 
technicians of the administrative area had already calculated a reduction of 35,000 
tons from the initial production estimate of the Agriculture Secretariat, which 
forecast a harvest of 600,000 tons, statewide, from an area of 800,000 hectares. 


According to the IAPAR agronomist, however, most of the bean crops in northern Parana-- 
240,000 hectares--have already been attacked by "golden mosaic," a virus transmitted 

by the “white fly," which “dwarfs the plants and hence reduces the average yield from 
the crops." 


Menezes explained that “golden mosaic" is "almost impossible” to control, and the 
“problem is aggravated in that the virus is spread throughout the northern region 
of the state." In addition to the production losses that will be caused by the 
disease, the technicans predicts that because the drought caused a delay in the 
bean planting, the losses could yo even hig‘er. 


He said: "The late planting means that the harvest will be delayed from November 
to December, and since December is very rainy, the beans will spoil from excessive 
humidity." 


Regarding the incidence of "golden mosaic," the agronomist feels “the problem could 
have been caused by winter planting, which from our research is not recommended; 
despite this the government made financing available for the so-called winter bean 
crop.” 


Because of the frosts, the entire area planted in “winter beans" was lost. Meanwhile, 
as the agronomist understands it, this same area could have been a preserve for 
insects and diseases. In other words, the “golden Mosaic" attacked this bean crop 

and when planting was initiated for the wetland crop, the disease spread throughout 
the entire growing area in northern Parana. 
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New Varieties 


An LAPAR document states that most of the bean varieties traditionally planted 

in the state are susceptible to rust and anthracnose, “conspicuous diseases in years 
favorable to their development." Under these conditions, the document notes, "two 

or three applications of fungicids are needed to control the disease, thus increasing 
the costs of production.” 


IAPAR, through the "Bean Project," has developed two new varieities of beans--Rio 
Ivai and Rio Piquiri--by crossbreeding various strains. In addition to being highly 
resistant to “the major diseases that attack beans," the new varieties “have an 
average yield of 3,000 kilograms per hectare." In Parana, the average yield from 
the bean crops does not exceed 600 kilgrams per hectare. 


6362 
CSO: 5400/2039 
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COFFEE RUST DAMAGES CROPS IN SIX DEPARTMENTS 


San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 5 Nov 81 p 2 


[Text] The disease has appeared in five departments and no one has done anything 
truly effective to control it. 


Tegucigalpa--Some 6,500 coffee plantations have been afflicted with coffee rust. 


The report is quite conservative and not at all alarmist, according to sources of 
the Honduran Coffee Institute (IHCAFE). 


They said that six departments in particular have been most afflicted with the 
disease. They include: La Paz, Lempira, Intibuca, Santa Barbara (area of Yojoa 
lake), and Comayagua. There is no reliable data that the disease has appeared in 
Francisco Morazan, Olancho, and El Paraiso. 


To top the misfortune, the same IHCAFE authorities state that as of now nothing 
“practical, real,and effective" is being done to control coffee rust in the areas 
where it has appeared. 


The authorities have been preoccupied from the technical point of view, and have 
offered short university courses, have provided sprinklers, and have spread 
knowledge of the damage that the disease causes to coffee plantations. 


This information has been provided by the authorities of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, IHCAFE, AHPROCAFE [Honduran Association of Coffee Producets], and other 
organizations directly associated with national coffee production. 


But There Has Been Action Only in the Theoretical Field. 


The implementation of recommendations made for the control of coffee rust is not 
within the reach of small farmers, since money is required--a great deal of 
money~-to do something effective. A diversification of varieties, constant fumi- 
gation, and frequent cleaning are needed, a8 well as quarantines and other methods 
that the poor coffee grower cannot afford. 
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The IHCAFE authorities think that it is quite possible that by the middle of 
November the number of manzanas afflicted with the disease will have increased. 


They explain that one of the ways to counter coffee rust is to increase production, 
even though that may seem ironic. 


They believe that if production is increased, the damage caused by the coffee bean 
disease will be compensated for by an increase in growth. 


The current season is extremely hazardous for the cofiece plantations that are not 
afflicted with coffee rust, say the investigators. 


And that is owing to the fact that a great amount of manpower was utilized for the 
picking of coffee beans in large plantations. 


That manpower usually comes from other areas that are afflicted with the disease; 
and before a harvest, necessary precautions must be taken to avoid contagion. 


An examination of the workers who will do the harvesting is a basic means of | 
preventing coffee rust from continuing to advance on its destructive path. 


8255 
CSO: 5400/2051 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


STEMBORER IN THANE--Thane, November 11l--Paddy in Thane District over an estimated 
5,000 hectares is currently affected by the stemborer pest, according to a state- 
ment issued by Mr Jagannath Patil and Mr Arvind Pendse, president and general 
secretary of the BJP district unity. They have demanded that the concerned farmers 
be given compensation and the recovery of their loans stayed. [Text] [Bombay 


THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 Nov 81 p 3] 


csO: 5400/7019 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


CORN BORER DAMAGE--Borer attacks in corn plantations in Sofala is the cause for 

the poor show in the corn harvest, that amounts only to 613 tons instead of the 

952 tons that had been forecast. Heavy rains in the most fertile areas resulted 

in flooding, defeating any attempts at fighting this pest. Moreover, despite the 
fact that watch centers were set up, monkey invasions at certain hours of the day 
could not be contained. [Text] [Beira DIARIO DE MOCAMBIQUE in Portuguese 13 Wov 81 
p 4] 


CSO: 5400/5702 
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CASSAVA PESTS REPORTED CAUSING FINANCIAL LOSSES 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 6 Oct 81 p 9 
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NIGERIA 


QUELEA BIRDS, OTHER PESTS REPORTED DAMAGING CROPS 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 20 Nov 81 p 32 


[Article by A. B. Tapidi] 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 





MEASURES TAKEN TO PREVENT MED FLY INFESTATION 
OWO50722 Beijing XINHUA in English 0711 GMT 5 Dec 81 


[Text] Beijing, December 5 (XINHUA) — The State Council has ordered prompt measures to 
prevent the Mediterranean fruit fly (ceratitil capitata) from spreading to China. 


In a circular issued last sonth, the State Council prohibits the import of fruits as 
well as of tomatoes, eggplants and hot peppers from the approximately 40 countries and 
regions where the pest is found. Permission of the Ministry of Agriculture, says the 
circular, must be sought before importing fruits and vegetables from other parts of the 
world will be granted. 


The Mediterranean fruit fly, a native of tropical African areas, lives on 100 varieties 
of fruits, its eggs and larvae are carried by the fruits of the host plants. U.S. news- 
papers reported the pest was found for the first time in California on June 5, 1980. 

By September 1981, the fly had harmed fruits and vegetables across an area of 3,100 
square miles. Direct losses plus the expenses incurred in the attempt to wipe out the 
pest amounted to $1,250 million. 


The State Council circular oraer stricter quarantine inspection of imported plants. It 
requests foreign visitors not to bring fruits, tomatoes, eggplants and hot peppers into 
China. This also applies to homebound Chinese personnel sent abroad on public business 
and crew members of Chinese planes and railways on international lines and crews on 
China's ocean-going vessels. 


The State Council circular defines “foreign visitors” 44 members of foreign delegations, 
staff members of permanent offices of foreign countries’ organizations in China, tourists 
and overseas Chinese. 


CSO: 5400/2059 
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SRI LANKA 


BRIEFS 


CATERPILLAR UNDER CONTROL--The coconut caterpillar which damaged 200 acres of 
plantations in Tangalle, 150 acres in Thirukovil in the east coast and 30 acres 
in the Ambalangoda area has now been brought under control. As this caterpillar 
attacks the leaves of the tree the Coconut Research Institute has ordered the 
cutting of fronds of 2000 palms, acting director of the Institute Dr R. Mahinda- 
pala said yesterday. This caterpillar is not an unidentified blight but a common 
pest which had been identified since 1900. Although it does not kill the tree 

it causes a considerable decline of the yield Dr Mahindapala explained. He said 
that initially there was an outbreak in the Ambalangoda area during the early 
"80s but it was brought under control. The pest which has flared up in these 
areas, is mostly in neglected lands with unproductive palms. It will take six 
months for the palm to be healthy again. The black beetle problem in the east 
coast is due to the decaying logs on the estates destroyed by the cyclone winds. 
The Ministry of Coconut Industries has taken action to destroy these logs and the 
officers are assisting growers to protect coconut seedlings. [Text] [Colombo 
SUN in English 20 Nov 81 p 1] 


CSO: 5400/4911 
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VIETNAM 


INSECT PESTS ATTACK LOTH MONTH RICE CROP 
Hanoi HANOI MOI in Victnamese 1 Oct 81 9 3 
[Article: “Continue To Exterminate Infestation of 10th Month Rice Crop") 


[Text] Recently, after concretely reinspecting the districts and a number of 
cooperatives, the Agricultural Service said that, as of 15 September, more 
than 23,000 hectares of 10th-month rice in the suburbs have been damaged by 
pests (15,000 heccares by leaf rollers and more than 7,000 hectares by leaf 
hoppers), covering 35 percent of the planted area. Heavily infested were 

Hoai Duc, 5,000 hectares (of a total rice area of 6,300 hectares), Ba Vi, 
1,500 hectares, and Thach That, more than 2,000 hectares. The two districts 
of Soc Son and Dong Anh suffered relatively slight damage--only about more than 
20 percent of the transplanted rice area. Leaf roller infestation of this 
year’s 10th-month rice crop was serious, as compared with the previous years’, 
owing to a number of the following causes: 


-~-Scarce rainfalls made crop infestation easier. 


--Some places failed to ensure compliance with homogeneity of strains and tech- 
nical regulations. Planting many varieties of rice on a piece of field is like 
building a bridge for insect pests. Some cooperatives have even applied nitrate 
fertilizer at thewieng time and in the wrong manner. Also as of 15 September, 
leaf roller infestation of rice areas has been fairly heavy, covering about 
3,000 hectares—mostly the early NN-22 and the Xl. To save time and limit the 
damage, Dong Anh District has successfully organized harvesting on a number of 
early rice areas. But at present, ieef roller virulence has decreased. Reports 
on leaf hopper infestation show that. more than 7,000 hectares of rice in the 
suburbs have been damaged, of which 1,000 hectares were hardest hit. Leaf hopper 
infestation was concentrated on a number of districts, such as Ba Vi with more 
than 2,000 hectares, Hoai Duc with 1,800 hectares, and Me Linh with 1,000 hec- 
tares. At present, no large-scale infestation has been noted. The reason is 
that the districts have properly focused on exterminating pests since the begin- 
ning of the season by consolidating the plant protection network, holding anti- 
pests training courses and taking active measures such as using kerosene lamps 
to trap harmful insects. As a result, pests have been eliminated on about 80 
percent of the affected area. 





But, experiences of pests extermination at a number of places show that manage- 
ment and utilization of insecticides are still loose, and not in line with both 
the techniques and schedule. it some places, insecticides were distributed to 
individual cooperative members, instead of being applied in a concentrated way 
to a predesignated area. Consequently, insecticides, supplied in somewhat in- 
sufficient quantities, were used wastefully, and with poor efficiency. 


In the days to come, the Agricultural Service will concentrate on guiding a number 
of main steps, as follows: 


--Continue to supply insecticides to basic installations. During the two recent 
waves more than 20 tons of insecticides of various kinds have been supplied. 
During the 3d wave 4.5 tons of insecticide will be supplied. Insecticide dis- 
tribution will be improved, to avoid inconveniences and great losses of time. 


--Organize spraying in Tu Liem and Hoai Duc Districts with the mobile pumping unit 
of the Agricultural Service, which includes 10 spraying machines. 


--Plant protection stations will regularly follow the infestation of brown leaf 
hoppers of the late NN-22 rice and the infestation of army worms. 


The districts should promptly take delivery of insecticides and use them in 
line with techniques and under the guidance of che municipal plant protection 
station. They should focus attention on concentrated spraying and on hard hit 
areas previously delimited. In case insecticides have been distributed to 
families of individual cooperative members, the latter should join forces with 
the cooperative in exterminating pests. 


9213 
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VIETHAM 


BRIEFS 


RICE PEST EXTERMINATION-—-At present 40,000 hectares of 10th-month rice in Ben Tre 
Province are infested with insect pests. The agricultural materials sector is 
striving to supply insecticides to Ba Tri, Binh Dai, Mo Cay and Cho Lach Districts, 
the most heavily infested and most seriously damaged areas. The Agriculture 
Service has sent plant protection cadres to districts and villages where, together 
with local agencies, they are organizing the most effective measures to control 
insect pests. Districts and villages conduct regular visits to the fields, 
isolate infected areas and organize control and eradication measures to prevent 
the spread of insect pests. Many villages in Mo Cay, Ba Tri, Binh Dai and Cho 
Lach districts as well as other districts making full use of local vegetable 
insecticides and using illuminated moth traps have achieved good results. The 
districts are also engaged in small scale water conservancy work and are making 
full use of fertilizers to properly fertilize crops in order to control insect 
pests. [Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 10 Nov 81 p 1] 


CSO: 4209/4526 END 
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